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There comes a time in a person’s life to make a change in 

their normal routine. For Linda Barrett, that routine has in-

volved waking up early and driving students to school 

each day.  Linda is retiring this year and the school staff 

and students  will miss her dearly. Linda has spent the past 

43 years working at Banner County School. She hasn’t been 

a bus driver the entire time. She  held 

the title of “coach” for volleyball, basketball, and cheer-

leading. She stepped in to substitute in the kitchen, as 

secretary, and as teacher in the past.  Linda has also 

been a sponsor for many school activities and a mentor 

to students throughout the years.  

 

As the end of the school year draws 

near, Linda is also getting closer to her retirement. We reached 

out to Linda to ask her what she is looking forward to doing 

once the school year ends.  One of the top items on her list is 

sleeping past 5 a.m.  Linda is also looking forward to spending 

more time with her grandkids and being able to visit them 

whenever she wants.  Linda also mentioned that she might like 

to visit Australia someday; it’s on her bucket list.   

 Linda will miss the students, but thanks to the yellow school bus, she will 

always have memories to look back on. I know we will all miss Linda very much 

and we wish her the very best.  

“Thanks to the school for all the 

support through the years and to 

my fellow bus drivers.  To all the 

students that I have driven, re-

member you are loved and I’ll al-

ways have a HUG for you.”   -Linda 

Barrett 
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A New Era of Learning 

 When I first heard about the coronavirus, every part of me was hoping they would take 

care of it and life would go on. I have watched the news with my parents every day since, and my 

heart sinks when the number of deaths and positive cases continue to grow. Our country has 

been shut down and everyone is at home not knowing what to do, especially the many students 

who have been asked to home school for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.  

While school was still in session, the effects of COVID-19 began to slowly affect the stu-

dents’ activities.  State competitions like Spelling Bee contest, FFA, and MatCat wrestling were 

postponed and eventually cancelled. The Juniors and Seniors Close-Up trip to Washington D.C. 

had to be rescheduled. The MAC conference activities soon followed with cancellations of district 

speech, MAC music contest, and MAC quiz bowl. Sadly, these cancellations were only the begin-

ning.  

As students gathered their textbooks, homework, and supplies for 

the weekend on March 13th, little did they know that this day would be 

their last of regular classes for the 2019-2020 school year.  At first, the 

school was only to be closed for two weeks while thorough cleaning was 

to take place and to prepare for the eventual arrival of the coronavirus to 

the panhandle. The two weeks passed and everyone was hopeful to return 

back to class. The uncertainty of this virus had people on edge and yet we 

wanted to return to our normal routines. Teachers and students were eager to see each other 

and continue the learning process, but sadly the reunion was delayed. The initial two weeks were 

extended to the end of April. A new era of learning and teaching was about to begin.  

News soon followed that the school’s closure would be extended for the remainder of the 

school year. When that update hit, so many questions came to mind, but thanks to the quick 

thinking of the school staff, the transition to e-learning went quite well. Students were able to 

collect their school books, computers, and supplies from the school to continue their education. 

Teachers jumped right into brainstorming ideas of how to ensure that the students were still 

able to continue their education and considered the variables for students learning at home. 

Through collaboration, a schedule was 

produced to benefit families, students, 

and the teachers.  

E-learning has been going on 

now for several weeks and all parties are 

starting to settle into a routine for class. 

It’s not the same as being in the class-

room, but it is better than being com-

pletely cut off from everybody. With the 

use of Zoom, an application that allows 

users to video chat and have conference 

calls, students are able to “meet” during 

a set timeframe for class.          
- continued on page  3 

6th grade students participating in a daily Zoom class session.  
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 - continued from page 2 

Thanks to this application, students and teachers are able to have face-to-face time even though 

we are separated by miles.  It’s always interesting to hear the stories of what the students have 

been doing when they aren’t in their class Zoom sessions. Sometimes visitors make appearances 

during the meetings - cats, dogs, chicks, ducks, toys, siblings- but all are welcome when we are 

learning.   

May has arrived and we continue along the path of learn-

ing, but other school events that were missed come to mind such 

as prom, track, music concerts, and graduation. A graduation cer-

emony will happen, but a date hasn’t been set yet due to the 

COVID-19 restrictions. A question as to when these restrictions 

will be lifted is still unknown.  If we work together and follow the 

guidelines given to us, this will help flatten the curve of the 

COVID-19 virus. Think of this situation as a lit candle, the virus is 

the flame and the people are the oxygen. If we remove ourselves 

from the equation, by using social distancing and wearing a face 

mask when you are out in public, then the flame will continue to get smaller until it eventually 

goes out. This will hopefully move up the reopening date for businesses and events.    

One thing is for certain during this pandemic, we will make it through this. Eventually, life 

will  return to what we consider normal and this event will be in our past. This will be another 

point in history that we will learn from and adapt to for the future. Just remember, we’re in this 

together. Until we meet again, stay well! 

 
“A New Era of Learning” was a collaborative article by Haddie Grubbs and her journalism teacher, Miss Bohac. 

Through many Zoom discussions, the article began to form. We hope this article allows you to see how this time of 

lockdown has had in impact on so many lives.   

We reached out to the 

community to see 

what everyone was 

looking forward to 

doing the most when 

COVID-19 restrictions 

are lifted. Here are the 

results.  
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Big Opportunities in a Small School 
 

As our students look towards registering for next year's classes, we are glad to share a 
glimpse into the many high-quality opportunities that we offer our students in order 
to prepare them for their future careers and lives. I believe that our course offerings 
for students and educational opportunities are on par with any regional school in 
both quantity and quality.  In addition to the many extracurricular activities that we 
offer (continually adapting to the interests and pursuits of our students and commu-
nity), here is just a sampling of what our students have to choose from as they consid-
er next year's high school courses: 
 
Language Arts - Seven different year-long courses from basic to advanced English and 
Literature and included specialized courses in Journalism and Speech. 
Mathematics - Ten mathematics options (year-long courses) ranging from basic       
Algebra to Advance Math, Statistics, Trigonometry, Consumer Math, and many   specialized math courses. 
Science - Eight year-long courses including every major field of science (i.e. biology, physical science, Anato-
my & Physiology, Geoscience, and even applied Robotics to name a few).   
Social Science - Geography, World History, American History, American Government, Economics, and dual-
credit options for our students (see below). 
Career Courses - We offer multiple career pathways in Business, Accounting, Entrepreneurship, Ag and Ap-
plied Ag studies, Education, Health Sciences, Family Consumer Sciences, and---new next year---Computer Sci-
ence. 
Arts - Our Art, Instrumental Music, and Vocal Music programs continue to produce excellent student artists. 
many of whom have gone on in recent years to pursue these talents in college. 
 
Dual-Credit and other opportunities - Our dual credit courses offer students a chance to earn college and 
high school credit simultaneously.  This is an amazing opportunity allowing students to get a jump start at 
college, access to college courses and credit at a fraction of the costs they will face post-high school, and a 
supportive transition from secondary to post-secondary education.  Banner County faculty currently offer the 
following dual credit courses: College Algebra, English Composition, US History, Native American History, Cer-
tified Nursing Assistant, Medical Terminology, and Med Aide.  The CNA course allows students to immediate-
ly apply for licensure.  In addition to these in-house opportunities, our cooperation with WNCC and other re-
gional learning communities allows us to create access to other programs as student interest indicates, 
whether that be foreign language, OSHA certification, or auto-body courses---all of which we have either 
offered this year or are currently pursuing for options in the coming year.   
 
If our students can dream it, we can likely provide a pathway for them to pursue it.  This is the way we work 
to serve our students, our community, and ultimately our nation and world.  Banner County Schools strives 
to prepare all students today for the world of tomorrow. 

Mr. Christopher Cooper, 
BCS Guidance Counselor 
and a member of the 
Class of 1998, Banner 
County School. 

Take a break! Free Summer Meal Program 
Breakfast and lunch are available for home delivery for children ages 1-18 to every household in  
Banner County. We will also deliver to families of Option students currently on roll for 2019-2020.  
Deliveries will be made twice each week with 2/3 days of meals between 10:00am-1:00pm on the  
following dates: 
May 26, 27; June 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29; July 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29; August 3, 5. 

Call 308-436-5262 to schedule your free summer meals!  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
May 11, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Ron Johnson recognized BCS teachers and Teacher Appreciation Week, May 

4-8. Teaching staff were commended for switching instruction to virtual learning and helping our stu-
dents stay connected throughout the COVID-19 closure.  
Also commended Kelly Rundell, Sue Talkington, and Greg Reinninger in the kitchen and Linda Bar-
rett,  Sharon Lease, Marie Parker, Stephanie Farro, Sue Talkington, and Jessica Stauffer for getting 
meals out to families. 
Linda Barrett ‘s 43 years of service was acknowledged in a very nice front-page article in the 
Star Herald.  
Kambrie and Kassie Loutzenhiser - winners of the WILDCATS art contest! 

  Motions passed:  
Approve Interlocal Agreement for Day School Treatment Facility with ESU13 
Approve Purchase of Rubber Mulch for Playground from Crouch Recreation  

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

FREE reading program for students 
entering K-5 via ZOOM!  

 
Tuesday & Thursday  10:00-11:30am 

June 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25 
 

Please call the school to register or for more             
information, contact Principal Jones at 308-436-5262. 

Class of 2020 Update! 
Good news! As of this printing and in anticipation of some loosening of COVID-19 directed health 
measures, plans are underway for a graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020! 
 

Our six seniors will participate in a ceremony on the football field on June 20th at 10:00am. Immediate 
family members of graduates will be able to attend and strict social distancing rules will be in place.  
 

It is a tribute to the Banner County community that so many patrons come to celebrate with the gradu-
ates each year at commencement. It is unfortunate that our seniors will not have this show of support as 
they move to the next stage of their lives, but we have a plan! 
 

Following the commencement, graduates and their families will parade through Harrisburg before head-
ing out. We invite community members, friends, teachers, and alums to organize along the parade route 
(TBD) and engage in social distancing along the route.  

More information will follow in the June Scratching Post. 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Due to COVID-19  

Option applications are still being accepted 
for the 20-21 school year! 

 At BCS, we offer: 

 Safe, caring, and respectful learn-
ing environment 

 4-day school week 
 Option Enrichment Fridays – stu-

dents choose their own schedule 
for the day 

 Full Day Preschool (Mon-Thurs) 
 Small classes and low student-to-

teacher ratios = Personalized 
Learning 

 1:1 laptop in grades 6-12 -  Seniors 
keep their laptop upon graduation 
(certain requirements apply) 

 Transportation from town centers 
available 


